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shadowed by his instructions, which mentioned neither
the Drago Doctrine or the Rio Conference of 1906.26
Following the congress at The Hague, Belisario Porras
was sent to be Minister to Brazil and there initiated Pan-
amanian participation in another very important Inter-
American development, for he was also designated as the
Republic's representative on the Rio Commission of Ju-
rists.27 The following year he was a delegate to the Pan
American Sanitary Congress, at San Jose.28 With all this
experience he was a natural choice to represent Panama
at the Fourth Pan American Conference at Buenos Aires
in 1910. He was accompanied to that meeting by Manuel
de Obaldia, son of President Obaldia.29
The Fourth International Conference of American states
was marked by a lack of controversial issues. A proposal by
Brazil to discuss the advisability of recognizing the Monroe
Doctrine as a "permanent factor for peace in the Americas"
was dropped because it most certainly would have thrown
the conference into a turmoil of controversy in view of the
current "Dollar Diplomacy" of the Taft Administration.30
Most acts of the conference were routine. The Interna-
tional Bureau of American Republics was reorganized and
renamed The Pan American Union, and resolutions were
passed regarding customs, census, interchange of pro-
fessors and students, sanitation, communications, etc. Of
particular interest to Panama was a resolution directing
the Governing Board of the Pan American Union to partici-
pate appropriately in the ceremonies attending the official
opening of the Panama Canal, an event anticipated to
occur before the next International Conference of Ameri-
can States.31
At Buenos Aires in 1910, as in 1906 at Rio, the small
Isthmian Republic was not a conspicuous leader in con-